
 

Title      Author Genre Description 

Wonder R.J. Palacio Realistic Fiction 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more 
than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face.  

Woodsong 
Gary 

Paulsen 
Nonfiction/ 
Adventure 

Gary Paulsen, three-time Newbery Honor author, is no stranger to adventure. He has flown 
off the back of a dogsled and down a frozen waterfall to near disaster, and waited for a giant 
bear to seal his fate with one slap of a claw. He has led a team of sled dogs toward the 
Alaskan Mountain Range in an Iditarod -- the grueling, 1,180-mile dogsled race -- 
hallucinating from lack of sleep, but he determined to finish. 

Middle 
School: The 
Worst Years 

of My Life 

James 
Patterson 

Humor 

It's Rafe Khatchadorian's first day at Hills Village Middle School, and it's shaping up to be the 
worst year ever. He has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of middle 
school into the mix, but luckily he's got an ace plan for the best year ever--if only he can pull it 
off. With his best friend Leonardo the Silent awarding him points, Rafe tries to break every 
rule in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in class--5,000 points! 
Running in the hallway--10,000 points! Pulling the fire alarm--50,000 points! 

Harry Potter 
and the 

Sorcerer’s 
Stone 

J. K. 
Rowling 

Fantasy 

Harry Potter has no idea how famous he is. That's because he's being raised by his 
miserable aunt and uncle who are terrified Harry will learn that he's really a wizard, just as his 
parents were. But everything changes when Harry is summoned to attend an infamous 
school for wizards, and he begins to discover some clues about his illustrious birthright. From 
the surprising way he is greeted by a lovable giant, to the unique curriculum and colorful 
faculty at his unusual school, Harry finds himself drawn deep inside a mystical world he 
never knew existed and closer to his own noble destiny. 

Hatchet 
Gary 

Paulsen 
Realistic 

Fiction/Survival 

Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane 
in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness 
with nothing but a tattered Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave him as a 
present—and the dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart since his parent’s divorce. 
But now Brian has no time for anger, self-pity, or despair—it will take all his know-how and 
determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to survive. 

Pax 
Sara 

Pennypacker 
Adventure 

Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever since Peter rescued him as a kit. But one day, the 
unimaginable happens: Peter's dad enlists in the military and makes him return the fox to the 
wild. At his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away from home, Peter knows he isn't 
where he should be—with Pax. He strikes out on his own despite the encroaching war, 
spurred by love, loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his fox. 

The One and 
Only Ivan 

Katherine 
Applegate 

Animal Fiction 

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, 
Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in 
the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and 
painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see 
their home, and his art, through new eyes. 

http://www.npr.org/books/titles/205469660/the-witch-of-blackbird-pond
http://www.npr.org/books/authors/205469670/elizabeth-george-speare


Midnight for 
Charlie Bone 

Jenny 
Nimmo 

Fantasy/ 
Adventure 

Since his father died, Charlie Bone has lived with his mother and her mother in the house of 
his other grandmother, Grandma Bone. Looking at a picture of a couple with a baby and a 
cat, he suddenly discovers he can hear their voices. Although he tries to hide his new gift, 
Grandma Bone and her scary sisters soon find out and send him to Bloor's Academy. Charlie 
quickly finds life at Bloor's pretty tough, with its strict rules and the malevolent head boy, 
Manfred, set against him. 

Maniac 
Magee 

Jerry 
Spinelli 

Realistic Fiction 

Jeffrey Lionel Magee, also known as "Maniac Magee," is an orphan and a runaway. He ends 
up in a small Pennsylvania town torn apart by racial strife, and astounds everyone with his 
extraordinary athletic feats as he works to heal the painful divide between the town's black 
and white citizens. 

Peeled Joan Bauer Realistic Fiction 

Hildy Biddle wants something monumental to happen so she can finally prove herself to be 
more than a high school journalist. The problem? Her town’s biggest story stars a ghost, 
which is not an easy interview. But while the local paper is playing up people’s fears with 
shocking headlines of creepy happenings, Hildy is determined to discover what's really going 
on. Unfortunately, her desire to uncover the truth is starting to cause a stir. With rumors 
swirling and tensions high, can Hildy push past all the hype and find out the real truth? 

Hoot 
Carl 

Hiaasen 
Realistic Fiction 

Unfortunately, Roy's first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-known bully. 
Then again, if Dana hadn't been sinking his thumbs into Roy's temples and mashing his face 
against the school-bus window, Roy might never have spotted the running boy. And the 
running boy is intriguing: he was running away  from the school bus, carried no books, and -- 
here's the odd part -- wore no shoes. Sensing a mystery, Roy sets himself on the boy's trail. 
The chase introduces him to potty-trained alligators, a fake-fart champion, some burrowing 
owls, a renegade eco-avenger, and several extremely poisonous snakes with unnaturally 
sparkling tails. 

Frindle 
Andrew 

Clements 
Realistic Fiction 

Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's 
always had plenty of great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about how 
words are created, suddenly he's got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the frindle. Who 
says a pen has to be called a pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough 
as Nick gets his friends to use the new word. Then other people in town start saying frindle. 
Soon the school is in an uproar, and Nick has become a local hero. His teacher wants Nick to 
put an end to all this nonsense, but the funny thing is frindle doesn't belong to Nick anymore. 
The new word is spreading across the country, and there's nothing Nick can do to stop it. 
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http://www.npr.org/books/titles/205145206/maniac-magee
http://www.npr.org/books/titles/205145206/maniac-magee

